Prud'homme

topography of the West He excavated ruins,
corrected government maps, and made a remark-
able collection of materials from the cliff-dwell-
ings which he bequeathed to the Yale museum.
As his strength failed he gave up the long and
difficult exploring trips and spent his summer
holidays on the rim of the Grand Canyon.

[Who's Who in America, 1922-23 ; Ludvig Hektoen,
"Biog. Memoir of T. M. Prudden," Natl. Acad. of Sci.f
Biog. Memoirs, vol. XII (1928) ; L. E. Prudden, Biog.
Sketches and Letters of T. M. Prudden, M.D. (1927),
and Peter Prudden, . . . with The Geneal. of Some of
His Descendants (1901) ; N. Y. Times, Apr. n, 1924.]
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PRUD'HOMME, JOHN FRANCIS EU-
GENE (Oct. 4, 1800-June 27,1892), engraver,
was born on the island of St. Thomas, West In-
dies, of French parents. The family came to the
United States in 1807 and settled in New York
City. About 1814 the boy John Francis was ap-
prenticed to his brother-in-law, Thomas Gim-
brede, to learn the art of engraving. Gimbrede
was later a teacher of drawing at West Point
and was considered an art connoisseur. By the
time he was twenty-one, Prud'homme was sign-
ing engravings of his own. His first work was
as a portrait engraver, in the stipple manner, but
to extend his market he was soon doing general
illustrative engravings. In 1831 when James
Herring started The National Portrait Gallery
of Distinguished Americans, Prud'homme en-
graved a number of plates for the work. Some
of his best engravings were done for annuals
and other books during the period 1839-52.
Catalogues of engravings of his period list nu-
merous plates by him, among them portraits of
Philander Chase, Fisher Ames, Fredrika Bre-
mer, Henry Clay, DeWitt Clinton, Oliver Crom-
well, Stephen Decatur, Alexander Hamilton,
Andrew Jackson, John Paul Jones, from a minia-
ture in the possession of the Naval Lyceum,
Brooklyn, N. Y,, Dolly Madison, Horatio Nel-
son, and George Washington. He also engraved
the title-page and frontispiece for Maria Edge-
worth's Novels and Tales (2 vols., 1832) ; "New
York City Hall/' from a work by Richard Wil-
cox, representing the celebration of the Grand
Canal, Nov. 4, 1825; "St. Patrick's Cathedral,"
New York, designed also by Prud'homme, as an
advertisement for the Douai Bible; "The Decla-
ration of Independence," from the work of John
Trumbull, engraved for the New York Mirror;
and "Trinity Church" and "Christ Church,1'
New York.

From 1834 to 1853 Prud'homme was curator
of the National Academy of Design and was for
a time instructor in a life class there. From 1852
to 1869 he was employed by a banknote engrav-

Pruyn

ing firm in New York as designer and engraver
of decorative work. In 1869 he went to the bu-
reau of engraving and printing in Washington
as a designer of the ornamentation of bank notes
and securities and remained there until he re-
signed in 1885. He was considered excellent
both as a draftsman and as an engraver. After
some years of failing health, he died at his home
in Georgetown, D. C., survived by one daughter

[Mantle Fielding, Am. Engravers upon Copper and
Steel (1917); D. McN. Stauffer, Am. Engravers upon
Copper and Steel (1907), vol. I, p. 215, vol. II, pp.
423-33 ; W. S. Baker, Am. Engravers and their Works
(1875) ; Wm. Dunlap, A Hist, of the Rise and Prog-
ress of the Arts of Design in the U. S. (revised ed.,
1918), vol. Ill; Evening Star (Washington), June 38,
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PRUYN, JOHN VAN SCHAICK LAN-
SING (June 22, i8n-Nov. 21, 1877), lawyer,
was born at Albany, N. Y., the son of David and
Hybertje (Lansing) Pruyn, and a descendant
of Francis Pruyn, called Frans Jansen, who set-
tled in Albany as early as 1665. Educated in
private schools and graduated from the Albany
Academy in 1826, he studied law in the office of
James King. He was admitted to the bar in
1831, appointed an examiner in chancery in
1833, and a master in 1836. For the next ten
years his practice of law was principally in the
court of chancery, and it is said that Chancellor
Reuben H. Walworth \.q,vJ\ never overruled
any of his reports. In 1848 he was admitted to
practice as an attorney and counselor in the
United States Supreme Court From 1835 to
1838 and from 1843 to 1845 he was a director of
the Mohawk & Hudson Railroad Company; in
1843 he was appointed attorney and counsel.
He was also connected with other railroads.
When in 1853 ten companies united to form a
new corporation called the New York Central
Railroad, Pruyn drew up the consolidation
agreement, which was considered a remarkable
instrument, and withdrew from the practice of
the law to become secretary, treasurer, and gen-
eral counsel of the company. He was counsel
for the Hudson River Bridge Company, and in
its behalf made the final argument before the
United States Supreme Court of a case decided
(1864) in its favor, which ended long contro-
versies in different parts of the country as to
the right to bridge navigable streams (66 U. S.,
582; 69 U. S.s 403). Directly or indirectly
Pruyn was connected with many of the leading
financial and railroad enterprises in the United
States. He was a trustee of the Mutual Life In-
surance Company from its foundation and a di-
rector in the Union Trust Company of New
York.
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